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Jesse R. Grant to I. N. Morris. 

Covington, Ky., Sept. 3rd, 67. 
Hon. I. N. Morris, 
Dear Sir: 
Tonr letter inviting myself and family to attend the State 
Fair of Illinois, and kindly offering us tie hospitality of your 
home is just received. It would afford me great pleasure to 
do so if it were possible. But the clerks in my office are all 
young and have not sufficient experience to be trusted alone so 
long. And Mrs. Grant could not be got out to any public place. 
One year ago on special invitation we attended a Fourth of 
July celebration a few miles back of Cincinnati in a beautiful 
grove. A large platform capable of holding two or three hun- 
dred, 15 to 20 feet high was filled with special guests and dis- 
tinguished persons. Three or four feet higher, at one side of 
the platform, a stand was erected for the speaker. A few 
persons were seated on the platform. When the speaker 
had got nearly through he looked around and remarked there 
on the stand he saw the Governor, judges of the different 
counties, ex-members of Congress and a little further around 
I see the father of that distinguished hero, and you may know 
he multiplied the adjectives quite liberaly. Of course I had 
to get up and stand a large amount of shouting. He then 
leisurely cast his eyes around on the crowd on the platform 
and remarked to the audience ^^away back on the platform I 
see the mother of that hero.'' Then the multitude cried out, 
*4et her come up on the stand." She had to come up and the 
way those ten thousand voices shouted was enough to frighten 
a modest old woman. The next morning the papers came out 
with the most extravagant account of her personal appear- 
ance, dress, etc. Since that she can't be got out to any public 
place. She says she don't want to make a show of herself. I 
must thank you, Mr. Morris, for your kindness & am sorry 
we can't accept it. You probably know I am P. M. here with 
a nice little salary of $3100. 

Yours &c. 

J. E. GEANT. 



